Transcription:
[written sideways at top left side of letter]
When I am writing to
you I always feel as though
I couldn’t let you go just
as I used to when you left
me at the door Bless you
darling Good Bye Emmy
Atkinson Apr 26th /62
Dear, Precious, Husband,
I have been
to "the office" to night and no letter.
Oh darling! I am so used to hearing
from you every week, that I am disappointed if I do not. I do long to have
you with me once more so much. Every
thing puts me in mind of you that I
see or hear. I was thinking to night
how much more influence I might have
had over with you if I had always
done right. "It might have been." O how
much is containd in these four little words
I can think now, just how I might have
done, and then you would have been with
me now under any circumstances, But it
is as it is and you have been very kind
to write so often. When I know you
are going to send me money I don’t
think of the money in comparison to what

Transcription:
I think of your letters.
I hired a horse
to-day and mother and I and the children went over to see Clara. It is the
first money I have paid for horse-hire
since you went away. Mr Taylor is
worse again. They don’t think he will ever
get out again. Simeon hasn’t been able
to do any thing for a fortnight
Josie wants to write you a letter
very much and I will warent it would
be interesting if she could only write
But enough, enough. I cannot kiss you
I can not be with you. I am tired tired
of waiting. Oh I pray I may have a
word from you before long and then all
these bad feelings will be gone and I
shall be so thankful - but - I - forgot!
what if it should be bad news: - I am
so use to hearing good news from you
that I hardly expect anything else, and
still I always have fears, and they have
haunted me more than usual for two or three

Transcription:
night darling,
Emmy
Apr. 27th. Well Darling,
I received the
money all safe last night. N.C. Smith
brought it to me from the depot; but I
havn’t received the letter which you sent
by the same mail. I havn’t received one
for three almost three weeks. The last
was dated March 26th. I called at Refus
Smith’s house this noon, Annie and I. Evry
one thinks a good deal of her, because she
is "Leander’s girl". They introduce her to
their children in this way. I wish they
would think as much of Leander’s wife
Reufus appears much better in his house
than he does at the store. [Ianthe*] was
there, she said her father hadn’t answerd
your letter yet, and Helen said if he had
he had used you better than he did her
for when she was at "the south" he didn’t
write to he but twice for a year

Transcription:
Oh you don’t know darling how disappoin ted
I felt Saturday night before I received the
few lines that came with the money. I couldn’t
eat any supper and really thought I was
sick, but after I heard from you I felt
like a new one. About the money, I have
got more than I want to use but am
afraid you will lose what you have kept
But you know best whether there is any
danger of that. I shall pay Ordway out of
this, wouldn’t you? And I shall have to
take some of it for clothes as I cannot get
anything to do to earn anything, but I
should like to keep all you send home
if I could, till you get home.
Lewis folks were here yesterday. And
Lovinia Noyes called. She is very deaf
so that it is almost impossible to make
her hear.
The children have not got the
"mumps" yet, and seem to be well, and I beleive I wont write any more this time. Oh if
you were here to-night I would hug you and call you
all the silly names I could think of. Goodnight - Emmy

